
    Twenty-eight (28) participants attended the
third workshop in Clinton CFB’s four-part
winter “Adult Ag in the Classroom” series.
Attendees enjoyed a hands-on experience of
creating their own Super Bowl Charcuterie
Board with Cheri Mansfield from Oh. So.
Sweet. Bakery & Deli in Carlyle. 
   The final workshop of the series will be held
on March 14th, where participants will learn
about the history of Barn Quilts and design and
paint their very own 12” x 12” barn quilt. A few
seats remain in the last of our first series of
Adult Ag in the Classroom Workshops. 

Third in winter series of Adult Ag in the Classroom Workshops held 

Continue on page  2 - Hedrick
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Healthy Soils 
Seminar

Over 200 attended the
February 26 Healthy Soils

meeting with guest speaker
Russel Hedrick to learn

about Russell’s journey and
how they could hopefully

implement some of his
practices and findings to
add profitability and soil

health to their own
operations in Clinton County

and further.

     As part of Clinton County Farm Bureau’s
(CFB) 2025 Nutrient Stewardship Grant
project, we were excited to bring North
Carolina no-tiller Russell Hedrick to the St.
Rose Development Club on February 26th
for an informational seminar on soils….
and he did not disappoint.
    Over 200 people attended the “Growing
Healthy Soils & Record Yields” seminar to
learn about Russell’s journey and how they
could hopefully implement some of his
practices and findings to add profitability
and soil health to their own operations in
Clinton County and further.
    Russell’s story is an impressive one too.
From firefighter to first-generation farmer,
Hedrick made history with his 2022 corn
harvest, raising a dryland no-till corn crop
that topped 459 bushels per acre. His
willingness to challenge conventional
wisdom, try on-farm experiments, and use
regenerative agriculture practices all
contributed to his success. His open-book
approach, and willingness to travel all over
the world (46 states, 8 countries, and
counting) to share his story at events like

Over 200 Attend “Healthy Soils” Meeting
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    Two Illinois enterprises are
helping bring a new robot for
grain bin efficiency and safety to
farms in the state this year.
    A Nebraska ag-tech start-up,
The Grain Weevil Corporation,
launched its first production
robot this winter, designed to
revolutionize grain bin
management. The Grain Weevil
robot efficiently levels bins,
feeds extraction augers and
breaks up crusts while keeping
farmers safely out of the bin.
    As part of its expansion, Grain
Weevil partnered with L&R Ag in
Breese, and Brian’s Precision Ag
in Pollo, two Illinois leading
BinAssist Network providers, to
bring this innovative technology
to Illinois farmers.
    “Last fall, we partnered with
nine agribusinesses across the
Midwest to introduce our robots-
as-a-service model. Now,
farmers in Illinois can work
directly with L&R Ag and Brian’s
Precision Ag to schedule services
or secure their own Grain Weevil
robot for next fall,” said Chad
Johnson, CEO of Grain Weevil.
    “The Grain Weevil robot is
designed to improve efficiency,
protect grain quality and, most
importantly, keep people out of
the bin,” said Preston Parmley,
senior product manager at Grain              

Production robot to aid in
grain bin efficiency, safety

Weevil. “With trusted partners
like L&R Ag and Brian’s Precision
Ag, we’re excited to bring a safer
and more effective grain
management solution to
farmers across the Midwest.”
    The first wave of robots is
being released to farmers near
BinAssist partners, ensuring
strong regional support. The
standard robot package is priced
at $15,500, with pre-orders
requiring a $1,500 deposit. Each
package includes everything
needed for safe operation,
including a robot controller, bin
camera system, standard
charger and robot lift system.
    Deliveries are expected to
begin in September, just in time
for the fall harvest season.
    Some farmers in the Corn Belt
have faced increased crusting
issues in grain bins due to
conditions this winter,
reinforcing the importance of
proactive grain management.
Crust break-ups and bin
inspections to maintain grain
quality are important.
    “It’s always easier to prevent
grain from going out of
condition than to fix a problem
later,” added Parmley.      
    Information about the Grain
Weevil robot is available at
www.grainweevil.com.

 this one, are a testament to his
passion for helping other
farmers achieve yield while
promoting soil health principles
and conservation.
     Eligible producers that
attended were also entered into
a drawing for 40-acres worth of
cover crop seed expenses to get
them started on their own
regenerative journey in the Fall
of 2025. Recipients of the local
cover crop grants included: Kent
Brinkmann, Marvin Rensing,
Chad Vonder Haar, and Neal
Tebbe. The Clinton County
SWCD also donated two free
rentals of their roller-crimper to
help terminate covers prior to
planting, with Marty
Schumacher and John
Bruggeman being drawn for
that prize.

    Be sure to join us at one of our
two (2) upcoming Field Days on
April 26th or July 26th to learn
more about nutrient
stewardship efforts and
research in Clinton County and
additional opportunities for 40
acres worth of cover crop
incentives.
    More information will be
available by contacting the
Clinton CFB office or checking
out our website at
www.clintoncofb.org.

http://www.grainweevil.com/
http://www.clintoncofb.org/
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Adult Ag in the Classroom Charcuterie Workshop 

Friday, March 14 • 6 p.m.Friday, March 14 • 6 p.m.



B y  H a n n a h  S p a n g l e r
F a r m W e e k
    I t  i s  a l m o s t  t i m e  f o r  t h e
A p r i l  1  I l l i n o i s
C o n s o l i d a t e d  M u n i c i p a l
G e n e r a l  E l e c t i o n .
    A l t h o u g h  t h e  e l e c t i o n  i s
a b o u t  a  m o n t h  a w a y ,
A s h l e y  C r a v e n s ,  I l l i n o i s
F a r m  B u r e a u  a s s o c i a t e
d i r e c t o r  o f  p o l i t i c a l
a f f a i r s ,  w a n t s  t o  e n s u r e
v o t e r s  k n o w  t h e  u p c o m i n g
d e a d l i n e s .
V o t e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n
    O n l i n e  v o t e r
r e g i s t r a t i o n  f o r  t h e
c o n s o l i d a t e d  e l e c t i o n  i s
o p e n  F e b .  2 7  t o  M a r c h  1 6
t h r o u g h  t h e  I l l i n o i s  S t a t e
B o a r d  o f  E l e c t i o n s
w e b s i t e .  V o t e r s  c a n  u s e
t h e i r  I l l i n o i s  d r i v e r ’ s

Mark your calendars; it's almost
time for Illinois municipal elections

 b o x .  A b o u t  h a l f  o f  I l l i n o i s
e l e c t i o n  j u r i s d i c t i o n s
o f f e r  t h e  d r o p  b o x  o p t i o n .
A p p l i c a t i o n s  m u s t  b e  s e n t
t o  t h e  e l e c t i o n  a u t h o r i t y
f o r  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  w h e r e
t h e  v o t e r  i s  r e g i s t e r e d
    V i s i t  t h e  S t a t e  B o a r d  o f
E l e c t i o n s  w e b s i t e  f o r
v o t e - b y - m a i l  d e t a i l s  a n d
a n  o n l i n e  l i s t  o f  d r o p  b o x
l o c a t i o n s :
b i t . l y / o n l i n e a p p l i c a t i o n 2 5
G r a c e  p e r i o d
    G r a c e  p e r i o d
r e g i s t r a t i o n  a n d  v o t i n g  i s
a v a i l a b l e  t h r o u g h
E l e c t i o n  D a y  f o r  v o t e r s
w h o  d o n ’ t  r e g i s t e r  o r
s u b m i t  a n  a d d r e s s  c h a n g e
b e f o r e  t h e  d e a d l i n e .  W i t h
g r a c e - p e r i o d  v o t i n g ,
v o t e r s  m a y  c a s t  a  b a l l o t
d u r i n g  t h e  g r a c e  p e r i o d  a t
t h e  e l e c t i o n  a u t h o r i t y ’ s
o f f i c e ,  a t  a  l o c a t i o n
s p e c i f i c a l l y  d e s i g n a t e d  b y
t h e  e l e c t i o n  a u t h o r i t y ,  o r
b y  m a i l  i f  n o  b a l l o t s  a r e
a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h e  e l e c t i o n
a u t h o r i t y ’ s  o f f i c e .  T h i s
y e a r ,  g r a c e - p e r i o d
r e g i s t r a t i o n  a n d  v o t i n g
a r e  o f f e r e d  M a r c h  5
t h r o u g h  A p r i l  1 .
    T h e  I F B  w e b s i t e  o f f e r s
i m p o r t a n t  e l e c t i o n
i n f o r m a t i o n  i n c l u d i n g  a
l i s t  o f  o f f i c e s  u p  f o r
e l e c t i o n  t h i s  y e a r ,
C r a v e n s  s a i d .  G o  t o
w w w . i l f b . o r g / v o t e .

 l i c e n s e  o r  s t a t e
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  c a r d  t o
r e g i s t e r  t o  v o t e  o n l i n e  o r
c h a n g e  t h e i r  n a m e  o r
a d d r e s s  f o r  v o t e r
r e g i s t r a t i o n .  F o r  a n  o n l i n e
a p p l i c a t i o n ,  v i s i t
o v a . e l e c t i o n s . i l . g o v .
    V o t e r s  m u s t  b e  1 8  o r
o l d e r  o n  t h e  n e x t  E l e c t i o n
D a y ,  l i v e  i n  t h e
j u r i s d i c t i o n  f o r  3 0  d a y s
b e f o r e  t h e  e l e c t i o n  a n d  b e
U . S .  c i t i z e n s  t o  b e  e l i g i b l e
t o  r e g i s t e r  t o  v o t e .
    A  v o t e r  m a y  r e g i s t e r  a t
a  l o c a l  e l e c t i o n  a u t h o r i t y
t h r o u g h  M a r c h  4 .  I f  t h e y
a r e  o b t a i n i n g  a  n e w
d r i v e r ’ s  l i c e n s e  o r  s t a t e
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  c a r d ,  t h e y
c a n  a l s o  r e g i s t e r  a t  a
s e c r e t a r y  o f  s t a t e  o f f i c e .

    V o t e r s  m a y  s t i l l
r e g i s t e r  i n  p e r s o n  a t  a n
e a r l y  v o t i n g  s i t e ,  o r  a t
t h e i r  p o l l i n g  p l a c e  o n
E l e c t i o n  D a y ,  A p r i l  1 .
E a r l y  v o t i n g
     E l e c t i o n  a u t h o r i t y
o f f i c e s  b e g a n  o f f e r i n g
e a r l y  v o t i n g  F e b .  2 0 .  E a r l y
v o t i n g  a t  p e r m a n e n t
p o l l i n g  p l a c e s  b e g i n s
M a r c h  7 .  L o c a t i o n s  f o r
e a r l y  v o t i n g  c a n  b e  f o u n d
a t :  b i t . l y / E a r l y V o t i n g 2 5 .
    V o t e r s  m a y  r e g i s t e r  i n
p e r s o n  w h e n  c a s t i n g  a
b a l l o t  d u r i n g  e a r l y
v o t i n g .  T o  r e g i s t e r ,
i n d i v i d u a l s  w i l l  n e e d  t o
b r i n g  t w o  f o r m s  o f
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  o n e  o f
w h i c h  m u s t  h a v e  t h e i r
c u r r e n t  a d d r e s s .  E a r l y
v o t i n g  w i l l  c l o s e  o n  M a r c h
3 1 .
V o t i n g  b y  m a i l
    A n y  r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r  i s
e l i g i b l e  t o  a p p l y  f o r  a
v o t e - b y - m a i l  b a l l o t .
I l l i n o i s  a l s o  a l l o w s  v o t e r s
t o  a p p l y  t o  r e c e i v e  a
b a l l o t  e v e r y  e l e c t i o n
t h r o u g h  i t s  p e r m a n e n t
v o t e - b y - m a i l  p r o g r a m .
    T h e  l a s t  d a y  t o  r e q u e s t
a  v o t e  b y  m a i l  b a l l o t  i s
M a r c h  2 7  t h r o u g h  m a i l  o r
M a r c h  3 1  a t  a  l o c a l
e l e c t i o n  a u t h o r i t y .  B a l l o t s
c a n  b e  m a i l e d ,  d e l i v e r e d
i n  p e r s o n  t o  a  l o c a l
e l e c t i o n  a u t h o r i t y  o r
d r o p p e d  i n  a  s e c u r e  d r o p
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THE DAILY UPDATE
The Daily Update e-newsletter fits

right in with your on-the-go lifestyle.
It provides the latest headlines from

FarmWeek and RFD Radio Network in
your in-box five days a week. 

Subsribe at
FarmWeekNow.com/newsletter



Farmers Name their Fields
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    We paused harvest to host our
daughter’s sixth birthday party at
Norman North, a field along a
winding gravel road. The dusty path
contains just two houses and a hill
you wouldn’t want to attempt in slick
conditions.
    Whether remote or often seen, the
fields we drive past on interstates,
highways or rural routes have names.
Farmers identify some by numbers,
but most have names known only to
their keepers. Thank goodness for
Google pins that I can text to navigate
new employees to Dump Road, Big
Top or Myrtice 33 that adjoins with
Don 40 (and which side is which).
Likewise, I would need directions to
find The Y or Seldom Seen – field
names that local farmers shared with
me.
    Field location, size, the owner or,
most commonly, the surname of the
previous owner, dictate field names.
My family owns Lievens Back Bottom,
Beecher North and Haxton
Homeplace but the previous owners’
names still identify the field, a
culturally influenced practice and a
nod to the past.
    The Big and Little Bottoms have
everything to do with rivers and
nothing with glutes. Doug’s
Southeast, Pat’s North and Ostrom
South of Lane indicate directions
from that landowner’s homestead.
Sometimes, round numbers like 40 or 

 80 in the name represent the acreage
but we do have anomalies like Donna
73. The add-ons of Cemetery and
Railroad in the name reference local
landmarks except for Sunoco, which
alludes to the gas station that once
was.
    The labels carryover into vehicles,
equipment and structures with most
names preceded by “the,” such as The
Kodiak, The One Ton, Truck Six, The
Lower Shed or The New Bin that turns
30 years old this year. We will forever
remember Jaws, the 1974 steel-
bodied, white and rusty farm car for
which the Secretary of State
generated a random license plate
with “JAW” plus some numbers. Dad
put a hitch on that Chevelle, and
Mom used it like a truck.
    From a record-keeping standpoint,
field names are associated with large
amounts of data, such as acreage
totals, government numbers,
insurance identification, satellite
images, guidance lines, crop nutrient
information and production
histories. The names also preserve
stories. In the Big Bottom, my family
learned of 9/11. At the Wataga Farm
my husband asked permission for my
hand, and during our farm’s harvest
at the State Ground, our daughter
was born. Within those field
boundaries, we live life and make a
living.

About the author: Joanie Stiers farms with her family in West Central Illinois, where they
raise corn, soybeans, hay, beef cattle, backyard chickens and farmkids.



Nurse practitioner scholarship
applications available

    Continuing a tradition of more
than three decades, the Illinois
Farm Bureau Rural Nurse
Practitioner Scholarship
Program is accepting
applications for 2025
scholarships.
    The program offers 15
scholarships, each valued at
$4,000, to support nurse
practitioners committed to
serving rural communities in
Illinois.
    Scholarship recipients are
expected to practice in an
approved rural area within the
state for at least two years.

      Eligible candidates must be
Illinois residents and either be
accepted into or currently
enrolled in an accredited Nurse
Practitioner program as a
Registered Nurse. The Rural
Illinois Medical Student
Assistance Program (RIMSAP)
funds this initiative.
    Application forms are available
from county Farm Bureaus
throughout the state, on the
RIMSAP website, RIMSAP.com,
or by emailing Donna Gallivan at
dgallivan@ilfb.org. The
application deadline is May 1.

Follow 
us on
social

KEEP IN TOUCH AND...
FACEBOOK

F I N D  U S  O N  F A C E B O O K  @

“Clinton County 
Farm Bureau”

Our Website

www.clintoncofb.otg

Clinton County Farm BureauWWW.CLINTONCOFB.ORGPage 6 | March 2025

Breese Historical Society awarded 2024 Community Impact Grant
Members from the Breese Historical Society stopped by the office to receive
their 2024 Community Impact Grant Reimbursement Check. The Historical
Society was awarded $500 for their project “Exploring Our Town's
Namesake”. One of the goals of this project was to help people learn about
and preserve the rich legacy of Breese’s past, including its founders and
generations of families and friends that followed.  A 16-page booklet on the
history of Judge Sidney Breese along with ten optional lesson plans were
developed to accompany the booklet. The project was a perfect way to
accomplish this goal with the young people in the community.  It was a way to
explore the life and legacy of Judge Sidney Breese. More than 100 eighth
grade students from both Breese Elementary Dist.  12 and All Saints Academy
participated in the Judge Sidney Breese field trip to his home in Carlyle.  In
addition to the tour, the teachers and students completed all 10 lesson plans;
hopefully the lesson plans fostered an appreciation of our rich heritage and
instilled in them a sense of civic pride. Pictured from left: Breese Historical
Society Members - Janice Beckemeyer, President, Barbara Von Alst, Board
Member and Marg Beckmann, Treasurer with Ray Krausz, Clinton County
Farm Bureau Director. 

http://rimsap.com/
mailto:dgallivan@ilfb.org
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By Hannah Spangler
FarmWeek
    Illinois Farm Bureau is closely
monitoring the Trump
administration’s efforts to
downsize the federal
government and the impact on
Illinois farmers.
    President Donald Trump has
cut more than 1,000 Natural
Resource and Conservation
Service (NRCS) jobs nationwide,
550 jobs from USDA Rural
Development and dozens more
from the Foreign Agriculture
Service.
    “Our farmers still like to go into
their county Farm Service
Agency offices and have people
to talk to that have technical
expertise. They don’t want to do
it through the internet, don’t
want to pick up a phone,” said
IFB Director of National
Legislation Ryan Whitehouse.
“Communication and having
staff that is able to implement
those programs and explain
those programs is really
important to our membership.”
    Whitehouse provided an
update on national issues to
attendees of IFB’s Governmental
Affairs Leadership Conference
Feb. 18 in Springfield.
    All NRCS service payments and
contracts were frozen if funded
through the Inflation Reduction
Act. However, USDA announced
Thursday the release of some
conservation funding.

IFB closely monitors federal downsizing
 “Even with everything that’s
going on, we are going to focus
on our policy book,” Whitehouse
said of the IFB national
legislative agenda moving
forward. “What our long-
standing policy is, and what our
national legislative priorities are,
that’s what we will continue to
respectfully push out in
Washington, D.C.”
     A five-year bipartisan farm bill
is still a priority to ensure a crop
insurance safety net and a fix to
California’s Proposition 12, but
Whitehouse said the
administration remains focused
on reconciliation, budgets, tax
reform and border security.
     “For now, we got to stay on top
of it, have a conversation with
them so they know, and then
when it’s time to fire, we’re there
to do it,” he said.
     With a razor-thin Republican
majority in the House and
Senate, Whitehouse
emphasized it is important to
get bipartisan support to get
things done. IFB will also use the
opportunity of a new
administration to meet with
appointed staff and ensure the
organization has relationships
with secretaries under the USDA
and U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency. He said
strong relationships help IFB
have important conversations on
both sides of the aisle as the
organization focuses on issues
important to its members.

Clinton County Farm Bureau President, Mark Litteken, attended the
Governmental Affairs Leadership Conference on Feb. 18 in Springfield. 



This voluntary food label, 
developed by the Illinois 
Department of Agriculture 
(IDOA) supports food products
 with at least one ingredient grown in Illinois.
Qualifying producers can choose to display the logo
on their farms, at their businesses and more. 

Illinois products branding
relaunching with new label

Illinois Grown Product
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Blake Twenhafel, Quinton Huelsmann, and Lucas and Vanessa Hanke attended
Illinois Farm Bureau’s Young Leader Conference in East Peoria on February
7th-8th.

Young Leaders attend IFB Conference

Networking Opportunity
Clinton County Young Leader Committee Chairman Quinton Huelsmann
networked with other members from across the state at the annual YL
Conference.

    More than 415 young leaders in
agriculture from across the state
met in East Peoria for the Illinois
Farm Bureau Young Leaders
Conference, held Feb. 7-8. 
     At least four (4) members of
Clinton County Farm Bureau
attended the 2025 conference,
which featured industry experts 

Clinton County represented at IFB Young Leaders Conference

 from across the ag landscape,
educating the attendees on a
wide range of topics, including
succession planning, a focus of
this year’s conference. Other
topics covered included
financing, urban agriculture,
accessing government
programs, livestock 

management, niche agriculture
markets and effective
agronomy. 
    “Succession planning is very
important to Young Leaders as
they decide what path to take
back to the farm,” said Stephen
Riskedal, 2025 Young Leader
State Committee chair. “It’s
important to many of us. My
family is looking at the ‘who
does what, when.’ My friends
and other Young Leaders all
work full-time jobs and are
figuring out what the future
looks like for them.”
 The keynote address was given
by Elaine Froese, who is known
as the “Dr. Phil for farmers.”
Froese said she grapples with
the same issues as young
farmers in Illinois on her family’s 

  farm in Manitoba, Canada.
When a generation will “step
back,” not necessarily “step
away” is a tough topic, she said
of succession planning. During
the conference, Froese offered
“Coach on Call in the Hallway,”
in which participants contacted
her by phone to arrange one-on-
one conversations.
       The state Young Leader
Committee is comprised of 18
district representatives between
ages 18 and 35 who are
passionate about promoting
agriculture and Illinois Farm
Bureau. 
     Committee members engage
with others from around the
state at conferences and
workshops and through their
district and county Farm Bureau. 
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Grow through Action: Develop Professionally: Lead through Service:

Active membership
 Competitive events: 

Achievement Meet
Discussion Meet
Excellence in
Agriculture

Young Leaders
Conference

Engage at the local, state
and national levels
Participate in premier
educational conferences
and events
Build a network with fellow
producers and agriculture
enthusiasts
Earn recognition for
achievements in business
excellence and leadership
success

State Young Leader Conference
Young Leader Ag Industry Tour
Young Leader Achievement
Award
Young Leader Excellence in
Agriculture Award
Young Leader awards program

Young Leaders offers opportunities to
engage as a grassroots leader through
committees at all levels. The program
is focused on growth in the following
areas:

Issue Advocacy
Business Development
Networking
Media Training
Public Speaking
Telling the Story of Agriculture

Visits with elected leaders
Opportunities in leadership,
education, legislation and
networking

Provide workable solutions for
issues affecting agriculture
Influence public policies that
affect agriculture now and in the
future
Share the story of agriculture
with diverse audiences
Serve communities by
volunteering and making a
difference

How do you grow through action?

How do you lead through service?

Young Leaders are agricultural producers and enthusiasts who want to build a 
sustainable future of safe and abundant food, fiber and renewable fuel for our nation and our world. 

Why Get Involved with the Young Leaders Program?

In the Young Leaders program, you will. . .

How do you develop professionally?

Developing tomorrow’s agriculture leaders today, to educate consumers and legislatures, while giving back to our communities. 

March
12

7 P.M. @ THE CLINTON
COUNTY FARM BUREAU 

N E X T  M E E T I N G


