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Field Day Featuring National Regenerative Agriculture Leaders 
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     The Clinton County Farm
Bureau (CFB) invites farmers,
landowners, agribusiness
professionals, and conservation-
minded individuals to attend its
2026 Nutrient Stewardship Field
Day on Saturday, August 8th at
Sugar Creek Valley Farms (12555
Poettker Road) in Aviston.  The
event is funded in part through
an Illinois Farm Bureau Nutrient
Stewardship Grant and will
provide attendees with practical,
real-world insights into
regenerative agriculture, soil

Learn innovative relay cropping and regenerative farming strategies designed to improve
soil health, efficiency, and crop productivity for the next generation of agriculture.

 health, profitability, and
emerging technologies shaping
the future of farming. 
    This year's program features
nationally recognized speaker
Jason Mauck from Indiana.
Known throughout the
agricultural industry as "Farming
Weird," Mauck has become a
leading voice for innovative
relay-cropping systems,
regenerative farming practices,
and challenging conventional
thinking in production
agriculture.  Through his

company, Constant Canopy, he
develops systems that integrate
cash and cover crops to improve
soil health, increase efficiency,
and maximize productivity. 
    Mauck farms approximately
3,000 acres of corn, soybeans,
and wheat while also raising
25,000 hogs annually.  His
innovative approaches have
helped establish Indiana state
records for soybean production
and created scalable cropping
systems that continue to push
the boundaries of modern

    The Clinton County 
Farm Bureau (CFB) 
Foundation will 
host its 3rd 
annual 
“Pulling 
for 
Agriculture” 
tractor pull 
fundraiser 
on Saturday, 
September 19, 2026, 
at the Clinton County
Fairgrounds in Carlyle. 
    The event will feature a full day
of tractor and truck pulling
action beginning at 1:00 p.m.
with "King of Clinton County"
classes, Southern Illinois Pullers
Association (SIPA) classes,
Midwest Illinois Truck & Tractor
Pullers (MITTP) classes, farm
stock tractors, and multiple truck
classes.  Evening competition
begins at 7:00 p.m. and will
feature Illinois Tractor Pulling
Association (ITPA) sanctioned

“Pulling for Agriculture” Tractor
Pull Returns September 19th

classes, including 
Pro Farm, Limited Pro 

Stock, Pro Stock, 
Light Modified, 

and Heavy 
Modified 
divisions. 

Admission 
is $20 for 

adults, $10 for 
youth ages 11-17, 

and free for children 
ages 10 and under.  Active

 Clinton County Farm Bureau
member households may
purchase discounted adult
tickets in advance from the Farm
Bureau office beginning
September 1st. 
    Food concessions will be
available throughout the day
from local FFA chapters. 
    All proceeds from the event
benefit the Clinton CFB
Foundation Scholarship 

Continue on page  3 -  Pull

ChristmasChristmas  Christmas in in JulyJuly  July 
NUTCRACKERNUTCRACKER  NUTCRACKER 
Paint PartyPaint Party  Paint Party 

Participants gathered for our
first Summer Adult Ag in the

Classroom Workshop, the
Christmas in July Nutcracker
Paint Party. Attendees spent

the evening creating their own
unique wooden nutcracker

masterpieces while enjoying a
delicious charcuterie spread,
great company, and plenty of

creative fun.
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NUTRIENT 
STEWARDSHIP

 F I E L D  D A Y

2026

9:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M.
RAIN OR SHINE | LUNCH PROVIDED

SUGAR CREEK VALLEY FARMS
 12555 POETTKER ROAD | AVISTON, IL

AUG 
08

 RSVP BY: MONDAY, AUG 3 
INFO:

SCAN QR CODE
WWW.CLINTONCOFB.ORG

Photo Credit Jason Mauck
Once wheat is harvested, soybeans can feed on decaying wheat roots and gobble up sunshine, allowing better growth
and yield.
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agriculture.  During the field day,
attendees will learn how
innovative relay-cropping and
regenerative management
strategies can improve soil
function, increase productivity,
and create new opportunities for
the next generation of
agriculture. 
    In addition to Mauck's keynote
presentation, attendees will hear
from Lauren Sprung, Director of
Sourcing and Supply Chain
Development for Regenified.
Sprung's presentation, "The
Science Behind the Financials,"
will explore the relationship
between regenerative
agriculture practices and farm
profitability. 
    As consumer demand and
marketplace interest in
regenerative products continue
to grow, Sprung will discuss how
improvements in soil health,
water infiltration, nutrient
cycling, biodiversity, and
ecosystem function can
contribute to stronger financial
outcomes and greater resilience
for farming operations.  Her
presentation will also examine
emerging market opportunities
available to producers
implementing regenerative
practices, including supply chain
partnerships, certification
programs, and value-added
opportunities.  Regenified's

science-based verification
system focuses on measuring
both regenerative practices and
outcomes, helping farmers
document ecological
improvements while creating
connections to growing
regenerative markets. 
    The field day will also feature a
variety of hands-on learning
opportunities and
demonstrations, including: 

A guided tour of the Clinton
County Farm Bureau's cover
crop demonstration plots,
highlighting current
research, management

strategies, and practical
applications for Southern
Illinois farms. 
A farmer panel discussion
featuring producers sharing
their firsthand experiences
with cover crops,
conservation practices, soil
health improvements, and
regenerative agriculture. 
Live agricultural drone
demonstrations provided by
L&R Ag, showcasing how
drone technology is being
utilized for crop scouting,
precision applications, data
collection, and improved
farm management
decisions. 
Discussions focused on
nutrient stewardship
strategies that improve both
environmental outcomes
and long-term farm
sustainability. 

"One of the goals of our Nutrient
Stewardship Program is to
provide practical information
that producers can take home
and apply on their own
operations," said Mark Litteken,
Clinton CFB President and host 

farmer. "Whether a farmer is just
beginning to explore soil health
principles and cover crops or has
years of experience
implementing regenerative
practices, this field day offers
valuable information,
networking opportunities, and
real-world examples from
producers who are actively
putting these concepts into
practice." 
Lunch will be provided for all
registered attendees. 
Registration is requested by
August 1st.  For additional
information or to register,
contact the Clinton County Farm
Bureau office at (618) 526-7235 or
visit www.clintoncofb.org. 
The Nutrient Stewardship Field
Day is funded in part through a
2026 Illinois Farm Bureau
Nutrient Stewardship Grant and
reflects Clinton County Farm
Bureau's ongoing commitment
to advancing soil health,
improving water quality,
promoting nutrient stewardship,
and supporting the long-term
sustainability and profitability of
Illinois agriculture. 

KEEP IN TOUCH AND...

Follow us on social

FACEBOOK
F I N D  U S  O N  F A C E B O O K  @

“Clinton County 
Farm Bureau”

Our Website

www.clintoncofb.org

http://www.clintoncofb.org/
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Program, helping support local
students pursuing higher
education and careers in
agriculture and related fields.  To
date, the Clinton CFB
Foundation has awarded more
than $526,000 in scholarships to
local students, helping invest in
the future of agriculture and our
rural communities. 
    For more information, contact
the Clinton County Farm Bureau
office at (618) 526-7271 or check
out our website.



About the author: Joanie Stiers farms with her family
in West Central Illinois, where they raise corn,

soybeans, hay, beef cattle, backyard chickens 
and farm kids.

Raised on Flags, 
Fields & Freedom
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    The patriotic-wrapped tractor
combined two of our son’s
favorite things: The Magnum-
model CaseIH tractor and the
U.S. flag.
    America’s 250th anniversary
gave me one of those Mom
moments where delight comes
from anticipating your child’s
joy. I snapped photos and
videos of our son solo and with
Grandpa by the showstopper at
the 2026 National Farm
Machinery Show in Kentucky.
Afterword, I worked obsessively
from my phone to order the
replica flag-wrapped toy, which
had sold out the previous day.
    Our son’s admiration for the
American flag first became
evident when he picked out t-
shirts with the symbol as a
child. Then, it was hats with
flags. Patriotic swim trunks.
American flag decorations for
his room, and a flag image on
his first credit card. For a 4-H
project, he made wooden U.S.
flags out of 13, 1-by-2-inch strips
of wood, a butane torch and
red- and blue-colored wood
stain.
    The flag stood as something
bigger than the cloth (and
wood) itself even if he didn’t yet
fully understand the feeling of
home, pride, identity, safety,
belonging and history. I can
only credit rural patriotism, as
rural Americans proudly
display flags on front porches,
fire stations, county
fairgrounds and farm bins. We
associate the feeling it delivers
with church potlucks, sweet 

corn stands, small-town Friday
night football and a slice of pie
filled with homegrown
cherries.
    I gifted my husband a
flagpole in the front
landscaping for his 40th
birthday. Our daughter was
“stationed by the flag” as the
FFA state reporter, so we put
her jacket in a shadow box with
a flag retired from the state
capitol and folded by local
veterans. As much as we love
the flag, we also know loving
America means acknowledging
we haven’t got everything right.
In the end, America is
something we steward, like
farmland itself and our
freedom to improve it.
    At the farm, we own a roll of
patriotic net wrap for making
flag-wrapped round hay bales
for decoration at our
community ag festival. The
bales, flipped on end with flag
poles in them, emulate the
festival’s feeling of Americana –
home, tradition, pride and
simple joys like homemade pie,
tractors, apple peeling and free
family fun.
   As a birthday surprise six
weeks after the farm show, our
son received a three-pack of
flag-wrapped toy tractors – a
second of which also appeared
at the show: a 1976 Case 1570
from America’s 200th
anniversary. I hope he can tell
his grandkids he witnessed a
full century of history when the
300th anniversary edition
makes its debut.
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Soil Testing Kits available
 Calcium, Magnesium, Organic
Matter, and Cation Exchange
Capacity.

Farm Bureau Soil Test Kit 
Pricing

Soil Test Kit – 1 sample: $25
member/$ 30 non-member
2-sample kit: $40
member/$50 non-member

3-sample kit: $55 member/$70
non-member
*Pricing subject to change
    Additional recommendations
based on your soil sample results
will be provided by the soil
testing lab. However, we know
that sometimes it's nice to talk
with an expert about your soil
results and how to improve your
soil’s potential. Illinois Extension
Educator Chris Lueking and local
Master Gardeners are available
to answer your specific questions
about soil tests, landscaping,
tree care, lawn care, and
gardening.  
    Soil kits are available at the
Clinton County Farm Bureau
Office, 1165 N 4  St., Breese.th

     More information is available
on our website: www.clintco-
fb.org. Or you can call the office
at  (618) 526-7235 if you have any
questions.

    The Clinton County Farm
Bureau, in partnership with the
Clinton County Illinois Extension
Office, is offering soil testing kits
this spring with support from the
2026 Nutrient Stewardship Grant
Program. This program helps
homeowners and gardeners
better understand their soil
while promoting responsible
nutrient management.
    You may have questions about
your soil, so let us help you take
the guesswork out of soil
improvement with soil testing.
With soil testing, you can find
out what your soil needs and get
fertilizer recommendations
based on your soil's specific
needs.
   The soil test includes soil pH,
Potassium, Phosphorous,
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For more details 
and to purchase tickets, 

visit:  ilfb.benefithub.com 
or download the membership

app on your phone

KEEP IN TOUCH AND...
Follow 
us on
social

FACEBOOK
F I N D  U S  O N  F A C E B O O K  @

“Clinton County 
Farm Bureau”

Our Website

www.clintoncofb.org
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Philip Nelson
Illinois Farm Bureau President
    There is perhaps nothing more
quintessentially American than
our great nation’s agricultural
heritage. As we celebrate the
250th anniversary of our
independence, we should stop
for a moment during our
cookouts and pool parties to
reflect on the farm families who
have fed, fueled and helped
build this country from the very
beginning.
    Like nearly all Americans in the
late 1700s, George Washington,
Thomas Jefferson and other
founding fathers were farmers.
They sacrificed, worked hard and
made decisions not just for
themselves, but for the
generations that would follow.
    In other words, they founded
this nation on the spirit of
agriculture: Just like you plant
trees you may never sit under,
they planted a legacy that we’re

American ag deeply rooted in nation’s history
Agriculture in Illinois is deeply
personal. To this day, 96% of
farms in Illinois are family
owned, and some of them date
back to before the founding of
our nation.
    Simply put: farming is a
business and a way of life. It is
one of those rare heritage
occupations. Children see their
parents care for the land and
animals. They grow up on the
farm, developing their own
interest and passion for
agriculture. They learn
responsibility before the sun
comes up. They value neighbors
who show up when storms roll
through. And they discover
leadership in a blue and gold
jacket.
    As we celebrate America’s
250th birthday, it’s worth
remembering that our nation
was built by farmers and
continues to be sustained by 

still realizing.
I    llinois has always been at the
heart of American agriculture.
Abraham Lincoln created the U.S.
Department of Agriculture and
established the land-grant
university system. The
McCormick reaper — mass
produced in Chicago — and John
Deere’s curved steel plow
revolutionized farming.
    Because of the work of those
before us, the United States
became an agricultural
powerhouse, producing the
equivalent of more than 5
million pounds of crops and
animal products every minute,
and Illinois is one of the great
agricultural states in the nation.
We are a leading producer of
soybeans, corn, pork, pumpkins
and horseradish.
    But our history runs deeper
than economic growth and
innovation, and we are defined
by more than our production. 

them. Every meal we enjoy, every
family gathering around the grill
and every tradition we pass
down is made possible by the
men and women who work the
land and care for livestock.
    Their contributions often go
unnoticed, but they are essential
to our economy, our food security
and our way of life. So, as we
gather with family and friends,
let’s take a moment to
appreciate the farmers who
make those celebrations
possible.
    And as we look toward
America’s next 250 years, let’s
work together to ensure family
farms have the tools, certainty
and support they need to
continue feeding, fueling and
growing our nation for
generations to come.
    We have inherited a
remarkable legacy. Now it is our
turn to carry it forward.



The Clinton County Farm Bureau Young Leader Committee has awarded
two additional 2026 Equipment Grants to the St. Rose and Hoffman Fire

Departments to help strengthen emergency response capabilities in rural
Clinton County. The St. Rose Fire Department used its grant to purchase a

STIHL backpack blower, which will assist firefighters in combating brush
fires in areas that are inaccessible to fire trucks. The Hoffman Fire

Department used its grant funding to purchase a multi-gas meter and a
thermal imaging camera. The multi-gas meter will help detect multiple

hazardous gases simultaneously, making it a valuable tool during grain bin
rescue operations. The thermal imaging camera detects heat emitted by

objects and converts it into a visible image, helping firefighters quickly
locate hot spots and improve visibility during emergency responses.

The Equipment Grant Program assists local fire departments in
purchasing agriculture-related emergency response equipment. With

agriculture at the heart of Clinton County, the program helps ensure rural
emergency responders are equipped to handle the unique emergencies
they may encounter on farms. A total of $2,950 in grant funding will be

awarded through the 2026 Equipment Grant Program. This year's funding
includes an $800 Farm Safety Grant provided by the Illinois Farm Bureau

and COUNTRY Financial in support of rural emergency preparedness.

Young Leaders award Safety Grants
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    The Illinois Milk Producers
Association will host its annual
Dairy Tech Tour at Henrichs
Dairy in Breese July 16.
    Henrich’s Dairy recently
installed a new 40-cow rotary
milking parlor. Attendees will
hear presentations from those
involved with the project, learn
about the equipment used and
have the opportunity to ask
questions about siting and the 

Dairy Tech Tour set for July 16
process for similar projects.
Viewing the farm’s new freestyle
barn and learning how it works
within the operation will also be
a highlight for attendees.
    Tours begin at 10 a.m.,
followed by lunch and
presentations at noon and self-
guided tours at 1 p.m. 
    To register email
contact@illinoismilk.org or call
309-557-3703.

mailto:contact@illinoismilk.org
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	Raised on Flags,  Fields & Freedom
	The patriotic-wrapped tractor combined two of our son’s favorite things: The Magnum-model CaseIH tractor and the U.S. flag.     America’s 250th anniversary gave me one of those Mom moments where delight comes from anticipating your child’s joy. I snapped photos and videos of our son solo and with Grandpa by the showstopper at the 2026 National Farm Machinery Show in Kentucky. Afterword, I worked obsessively from my phone to order the replica flag-wrapped toy, which had sold out the previous day.     Our son’s admiration for the American flag first became evident when he picked out t-shirts with the symbol as a child. Then, it was hats with flags. Patriotic swim trunks. American flag decorations for his room, and a flag image on his first credit card. For a 4-H project, he made wooden U.S. flags out of 13, 1-by-2-inch strips of wood, a butane torch and red- and blue-colored wood stain.     The flag stood as something bigger than the cloth (and wood) itself even if he didn’t yet fully understand the feeling of home, pride, identity, safety, belonging and history. I can only credit rural patriotism, as rural Americans proudly display flags on front porches, fire stations, county fairgrounds and farm bins. We associate the feeling it delivers with church potlucks, sweet
	corn stands, small-town Friday night football and a slice of pie filled with homegrown cherries.     I gifted my husband a flagpole in the front landscaping for his 40th birthday. Our daughter was “stationed by the flag” as the FFA state reporter, so we put her jacket in a shadow box with a flag retired from the state capitol and folded by local veterans. As much as we love the flag, we also know loving America means acknowledging we haven’t got everything right. In the end, America is something we steward, like farmland itself and our freedom to improve it.     At the farm, we own a roll of patriotic net wrap for making flag-wrapped round hay bales for decoration at our community ag festival. The bales, flipped on end with flag poles in them, emulate the festival’s feeling of Americana – home, tradition, pride and simple joys like homemade pie, tractors, apple peeling and free family fun.    As a birthday surprise six weeks after the farm show, our son received a three-pack of flag-wrapped toy tractors – a second of which also appeared at the show: a 1976 Case 1570 from America’s 200th anniversary. I hope he can tell his grandkids he witnessed a full century of history when the 300th anniversary edition makes its debut.
	About the author: Joanie Stiers farms with her family in West Central Illinois, where they raise corn, soybeans, hay, beef cattle, backyard chickens  and farm kids.
	Page 5 | July 2026
	Clinton County Farm Bureau


	Soil Testing Kits available
	The Clinton County Farm Bureau, in partnership with the Clinton County Illinois Extension Office, is offering soil testing kits this spring with support from the 2026 Nutrient Stewardship Grant Program. This program helps homeowners and gardeners better understand their soil while promoting responsible nutrient management.     You may have questions about your soil, so let us help you take the guesswork out of soil improvement with soil testing. With soil testing, you can find out what your soil needs and get fertilizer recommendations based on your soil's specific needs.    The soil test includes soil pH, Potassium, Phosphorous,
	Calcium, Magnesium, Organic Matter, and Cation Exchange Capacity. Farm Bureau Soil Test Kit  Pricing
	Soil Test Kit – 1 sample: $25 member/$ 30 non-member
	2-sample kit: $40 member/$50 non-member
	3-sample kit: $55 member/$70 non-member *Pricing subject to change     Additional recommendations based on your soil sample results will be provided by the soil testing lab. However, we know that sometimes it's nice to talk with an expert about your soil results and how to improve your soil’s potential. Illinois Extension Educator Chris Lueking and local Master Gardeners are available to answer your specific questions about soil tests, landscaping, tree care, lawn care, and gardening.       Soil kits are available at the Clinton County Farm Bureau Office, 1165 N 4th St., Breese.      More information is available on our website: www.clintco-fb.org. Or you can call the office at  (618) 526-7235 if you have any questions.
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	American ag deeply rooted in nation’s history
	Philip Nelson Illinois Farm Bureau President     There is perhaps nothing more quintessentially American than our great nation’s agricultural heritage. As we celebrate the 250th anniversary of our independence, we should stop for a moment during our cookouts and pool parties to reflect on the farm families who have fed, fueled and helped build this country from the very beginning.     Like nearly all Americans in the late 1700s, George Washington, Thomas Jefferson and other founding fathers were farmers. They sacrificed, worked hard and made decisions not just for themselves, but for the generations that would follow.     In other words, they founded this nation on the spirit of agriculture: Just like you plant trees you may never sit under, they planted a legacy that we’re
	still realizing. I    llinois has always been at the heart of American agriculture. Abraham Lincoln created the U.S. Department of Agriculture and established the land-grant university system. The McCormick reaper — mass produced in Chicago — and John Deere’s curved steel plow revolutionized farming.     Because of the work of those before us, the United States became an agricultural powerhouse, producing the equivalent of more than 5 million pounds of crops and animal products every minute, and Illinois is one of the great agricultural states in the nation. We are a leading producer of soybeans, corn, pork, pumpkins and horseradish.     But our history runs deeper than economic growth and innovation, and we are defined by more than our production.
	Agriculture in Illinois is deeply personal. To this day, 96% of farms in Illinois are family owned, and some of them date back to before the founding of our nation.     Simply put: farming is a business and a way of life. It is one of those rare heritage occupations. Children see their parents care for the land and animals. They grow up on the farm, developing their own interest and passion for agriculture. They learn responsibility before the sun comes up. They value neighbors who show up when storms roll through. And they discover leadership in a blue and gold jacket.     As we celebrate America’s 250th birthday, it’s worth remembering that our nation was built by farmers and continues to be sustained by
	them. Every meal we enjoy, every family gathering around the grill and every tradition we pass down is made possible by the men and women who work the land and care for livestock.     Their contributions often go unnoticed, but they are essential to our economy, our food security and our way of life. So, as we gather with family and friends, let’s take a moment to appreciate the farmers who make those celebrations possible.     And as we look toward America’s next 250 years, let’s work together to ensure family farms have the tools, certainty and support they need to continue feeding, fueling and growing our nation for generations to come.     We have inherited a remarkable legacy. Now it is our turn to carry it forward.
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	Young Leaders award Safety Grants
	The Clinton County Farm Bureau Young Leader Committee has awarded two additional 2026 Equipment Grants to the St. Rose and Hoffman Fire Departments to help strengthen emergency response capabilities in rural Clinton County. The St. Rose Fire Department used its grant to purchase a STIHL backpack blower, which will assist firefighters in combating brush fires in areas that are inaccessible to fire trucks. The Hoffman Fire Department used its grant funding to purchase a multi-gas meter and a thermal imaging camera. The multi-gas meter will help detect multiple hazardous gases simultaneously, making it a valuable tool during grain bin rescue operations. The thermal imaging camera detects heat emitted by objects and converts it into a visible image, helping firefighters quickly locate hot spots and improve visibility during emergency responses. The Equipment Grant Program assists local fire departments in purchasing agriculture-related emergency response equipment. With agriculture at the heart of Clinton County, the program helps ensure rural emergency responders are equipped to handle the unique emergencies they may encounter on farms. A total of $2,950 in grant funding will be awarded through the 2026 Equipment Grant Program. This year's funding includes an $800 Farm Safety Grant provided by the Illinois Farm Bureau and COUNTRY Financial in support of rural emergency preparedness.


	Dairy Tech Tour set for July 16
	The Illinois Milk Producers Association will host its annual Dairy Tech Tour at Henrichs Dairy in Breese July 16.     Henrich’s Dairy recently installed a new 40-cow rotary milking parlor. Attendees will hear presentations from those involved with the project, learn about the equipment used and have the opportunity to ask questions about siting and the
	process for similar projects. Viewing the farm’s new freestyle barn and learning how it works within the operation will also be a highlight for attendees.     Tours begin at 10 a.m., followed by lunch and presentations at noon and self-guided tours at 1 p.m.      To register email contact@illinoismilk.org or call 309-557-3703.
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